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WTO Participated as Resource Person in:

World Customs Organization
Organisation Mondiale des Douanes

WCO TFA Working Group Meeting — October 22-23, 2018

JAND) ASIAN DEVELOPMENT BANK

ADB meeting — Bangkok — October 30-31, 2018- ADB Inter-Subregional WTO TFA Knowledge-sharing Forum



SOUTH AFRICA
NOVEMBER 14-16, 2018

Regional workshop for English speaking Southern African
countries.
85 participants from 13 countries, (6 LDCs).

Goal: improve border agency cooperation in implementing
the TFA at the national and regional levels to facilitate safe
trade. Attention was also given to issues in LLDCs and transit
countries with a focus on the TFA and the Vienna Program of
Action. And TFA notification requirements.

Organized & delivered by TFAF, STDF, WBG, WCO, IPPC,
CODEX, OIE & UNHORLLS. It was funded by Facility, WBG,
and the OIE.

Participant top take aways:

* NTFCs need to have a 'whole of government' approach

* Need to provide training on the TFA for traders so they
can be fully involved

* Risk management coordination amongst agencies- and
training on risk - are essential because of the different
approaches, mandates and risks of the different agencies.




ADDIS ABABA

250 participants from 44 African countries
Organized and funded by TFAF, UNCTAD, WBG,

WCO, ITC & the Global Alliance. Plus UNECA, UNECE and
donor partners.

Goal: members of African NTFCs to share best
practices/issues in the operation of their committees.

Participants: trade, customs, national donor coordinator,
private sector — NTFC chair.

Participants reported top take aways as:

Some NTFCs lack of a legal basis and political backing —
Many NTFCs lack of sustainable funding

Notes: private sector uniquely combines technical
expertise and partnership in reform, role in monitoring
implementation and are the end user/beneficiary of the
TFA.

November 27-29, 2018

African Forum for National Trade Facilitation Committees
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National Workshop for St. Kitts & Nevis

24-25 January 2019
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The WTO TFA: Supporting Strategic

and Effective Implementation
in CARICOM

28 January- 1%t February 2019
St Lucia



CARICOM Regional

A regional workshop for 14 CARICOM countries. Participants from
customs, trade, agriculture, standards, private sector.

Focus: TFA notifications, the top category C provisions in the region, and
border agency co-operation.

Inaugural meeting of a regional trade facilitation committee led by
CARICOM and OECS.

Main event take aways reported by the participants:

* The urgency of the transparency and ABC-related notification
deadlines

* The importance and value of full implementation of the TFA

* The ongoing need for systematic/formalized border agency co-
operation

* The vital nature of NTFC roadmaps/action plans

* The relevance of the regional approach

* The pleasant surprise that transparency notifications are quite
straight forward




THE TFAF
GRANT
TFAF PROGRAM

The TFAF s primary function is helping developing and least developed
country (LDC) Members to gain access to TRA implementation
asslstance, It a Member Is unable to find the assistance it neads to
implement ane of its notified Category C commitments
through an Expression of Interest - request that the Fa
identi riners on its behall. In this context, a TFAF grant
should be considersd when assistance remains unay. © through

other ch,

L

Here's how TFAF Grants can help
with implementation of the TFA:

TFAF Grarts pronide develoging and Lesss Developed
Country ILDC] Members af the WTO an sdditheral Jveras
o wappart 10 iplenis TRA proviskens whan thay have
teewn unable to sccess avsistance slewhere

Tha TFAF Sacret ariat warks in doss cooperation with
Members and with other international organizations and
herefore has seeess in 8 large pool of TF&
implemantagion sxpers whi cam sdvie on hoe s
stresgthen appiications and implemend the projects
Fastafizdd

Project Preparation Grants (PPGs), up to a maximum
weauee o $30,000 can cover the conts of hiting experts (o
heip desipe ane apply for larger-ecals TR
Implementation projects

- B &

Froject implsmentation Grants (PGl up to 2 madmum
vl of $ 200000 an cover Lhe oot of hising expens e
durign the necenary new proosdures sed draft near Liwn
bo Implement TEA provisions

Bafore sgplying fae PPGL or PGL all sppdicants must
tnmplete an anline sxpression of intesest that establishes
a bask description of 2 Memier's TFA imglementation
bt wind dvisds. Expressions of inberest are Lhis
circelated to sll donor crgardzstions which can thes step
In to Bl o apprave an application for PPG and / or a PG
aslisbance. A win-min situation

Th aanliess TEAF Grat application procecs has besn
dmsigned bo be chear and strsight forvwsrd with the TRAR
Secretariat team available to ofer support and anssar
s v PG Furscbind @npus e £ an vt b usad Bo
comgplete the PG agplication process.

Espressioes of interest and FPG applicatises are
procassad on i ONgHNg basis, with PG application
rviewed quirterty by a9 evaluation commities Al
requests s anawerad promptiy sed projects
implemanted switthy

O H

TFAF

Trade Facilitation
Agreement Facility

The TFAF will provide two types of grants to developing and LDC Members
who have been unable to access support for their Trade Facilitation
Agreement (TFA) commitments through regular channels and who meet the
following criteria:
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